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Abstract

While the SEG has many standards for the way that data is written to different media, there is very little out there to guide the processor as to what to write in the EBCDIC header of the SEGY file that he has just created. 

In days of yore, a “paper print” contained huge amounts of ancillary information about the seismic data. This was necessary for the interpreter to understand how that section fitted into the overall strategy of the prospect he was trying to develop. 

Today we rarely use paper prints, being mainly workstation based, but still the interpreter needs to be able to load a file and know certain things about the data that will –

1) Ease the data loading

2) Enable data to be integrated into a project accurately 

To achieve his aims the interpreter needs to be informed as to what and where the data comes from and the basis of all of the coordinate systems being used. He also needs to know where to obtain that information within the header structure.  

This paper proposes a model of an EBCDIC structure that I have been using for several years.  I hope that it will clarify minds, make loading data easier and reduce frustration & confusion.
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